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dances (which was addressed to 
Rev. H. Wesley Roloff, secretary 
of the Ministerial Union who 
protested about the affairs In 
the Civic Auditorium) was 
"merely a carbon copy, not ad 
dressed to the city council or 
signed." HP reasoned, therefore, 
it was Inadmissible for reading 
a? requested April 1 by Michael 
Straszer of the Herald.

Lousing Letter Revived 
.. This description of the Les- 
sing letter (published In full In 
Ipst week's Herald) was ad 
mitted true by the newsman 
fyho pointed out that the offi- 
oial record of the April I coun 
cil session was "ambiguous" re 
garding identification of the 
letter by Rev. Roloff, who said
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he had the original and It wa 
signed. This letter was neve 
read by the council.

Publisher Whyte, who polnte 
this out to the c6uncll, the 
declared:

"It there was uny Indication 
of broadmlndedness In some 
members of tJrfR council, Oley 
fthoulri have welcomed the Bug 
gcstlon made April 1 by i 
representative of The Herald 
for n fair and open hearing on 
the dance problem... .lust to 
keep the record straight and 
to quote from the record, I 
offer this contribution to the 
discussion taken front the of 
ficial minutes of the counoU 
session on that date:

"Councilman Hitchcock S«Jd 
he felt Mr. Strainer's sugges 
tion was u reuflojiable and 
fair one. He remarked that 
Judge LBRskng Is chairman of 
the Coordinating Council, to 
which Councilman Murray re 
plied: "that U another thing 
I have against the Coordi 
nating Council."' 

Herald Men Termed Hoodlums 
Murray, obviously taken abaci 

this public reading pf (hi 
approved council mlnntea, sput 
tercd unintelligibly a,nd, then 
said:

"I'll repeat what I sail) be 
fore: III not have tile Tor- 
ranee Herald held as ft dub 
over my bead . . . it's run by 
a bunch of hoodlums anywayl" 
An unidentified spectator In 

the audience shouted: "What's 
the matter Kith you, Jack? You 
read It regularly, don't you!

J. E. "Jack" Miller, one of 
the original officers pf the Co 
ordlnatlng Council, Introducer 
this thought, which after pro 
longed discussion was finally 
adopted:

"Now, before you gentlemen 
go off half-cocked again" on 
something you. don't know 
anything about, I suggest that 
the council meet with the Co 
ordinators to leurn   how the 
money coming from the star 
dent dances Is spent. At the 
same time, I think the Coordi 
nators' would be gtad to re 
ceive any bills the council may 
have incurred for any of toil 
alleged damage that has bean 
done by the kids in the Audi 
torium. Let's see what this 
amounts toy anyway."
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Babcock's motion to allow 
such a conference failed to re 
ceive a second. Later, however, 
a similar motion by Hitchcock, 
who fixed the time and date of 
the conference as this afternoon 
(Thursday) at 5 o'clock, was 
adopted. His motion also 
scinded the previous action of 
putting the 'Recreation depart 
ment in charge of the dances.

More Responsibilities 
pointing out that refusal to 

allow the Coordinators to con 
tinue the dances means a halt 
to all of that organization's rev 
enue, Mrs. Wrlght Informed the 
council:

"You may as well have the 
full responsibility that the Co 
ordinating Council has borne If 
you take away our source of 
Income that has been spent 
for much good work here. You 
may as well take over the Toy 
Loan Library and find It a 
headquarters. The Coordinators 
cannot keep that going now 
With funds being taken away 
from us."

Tells Where Blame Lies 
"Don't give the dance to the 

recreation department until af 
ter you have given the Coor 
dinators an opportunity to 
present their side of the case," 
Jack Miller urged. After the 
conference was agreed to, 
Mayor McGoJre asked Mrs. 
Wrlght the best time for such 
a meeting.

"Just name the day-Hvell 
be there," was her laconic re 
ply.
Another statement which drew, 

irolonged applause was this by 
'ubllsher Whyte:

"May I point out in regard 
to   the. complaints made by 
game members of the Minis 
terial Union and some mem 
bers of this city counc'l that 
all the irregularities charged 
against the student dances 
have occurred outside the 
Civic Auditorium. None have 
occurred Inside where the dance 
Is held. All disturbances have 
been outside. Therefore, It Is 
up to the police department to 
control this and Councilman 
Powell Is head of the. Police 
Department for the city!" 

O'Toole States Case

Takes Oath of Office

The Herald publisher reiterat- 
 d the demands made for the 
easons behind Lcsstng's ouster, 

stating: "The counc'l has been 
asked time and time again to' 
Ight for this Information and 
s yet tiai given no reply." 
Perhaps the most blunt state- 
ent made at a meeting which 

/as full to overflowing of point- 
lank accusations was made by 
emon Coil, who has been in 
large of the dance operations 

or the Coordinators.
"If anyone should know how 

those dances are conducted I 
should becau&'e they are my 
oh for the Coordinating Coun 

cil," he said. "I want to tell 
you right here that I've never 
seen any kid around the Civic 
Auditorium any drunker than 

coundlnum In your own 
chambers right here!" 
James J. O'Toole took the 
oor to make this statement:

"I know of only one judge 
>elng removed hi this fashion 

in the whole state of Califor 
nia. The most popular man In 
the United States today (ob 
viously referring- to President 
ioosevelt   Ed.) ran Into 

trouble when he started to 
push the "Judiciary around, 

entlemen of the council, you 
lave heard tonight the will of 

the people expressed hi no un 
certain manner. *

"I believe u'ith the people 
lere that Judge Lesslng is a 
'hie Judge. I personally believe 
le Is the finest one Torrance 
las ever had . . . Your action 
s a rash injustice to a man 
ifter seven yean' hard work 

Cor the city because you are 
removing him from office 
without specific charges. He Is 
entitled to support. This la a 
representative body here to 
night and It certainly does 
opt favor your action," O'Toole

NAMED JUDGE . . . Attorney 
John Shidler was appointed t< 
succeed City Judge Robert Les 
sing at Tuesday night's tumul 
tuous session. He took the oath 
of office as city magistrate from 
City Clerk A. H. Bartlett late 
yesterday afternoon. Son of Mrs 
Mina Shidler and' the late Dr 
George Shidler, Judge Shidler 
lives at 1448 Post ave. and was 
engaged In legal work for the 
state as an income tax coun-

He was born in York, Neb. 30 
years ago next May 7 and at 
tended school in Torrance and 
Redondo Beach. In 1932 Shidler 
received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree at Stanford University 
and three years later won a 
Bachelor of Laws degree at Loy- 
ola Universlty.and was admitted 
to the bar in the spring of 1938. 
He 'began his practice here 
ihortly afterward.

Following graduation at Stan 
ford he spent a year In post 
graduate work on social sci 
ences and then broke his law 
career by teaching at Huntsville
State Teachers' College in Texas 
for a year.

concluded.
Point-Blank Silence 

Murray for the second time 
moved for adjournment, recelv- 
ng no, second.

"Do we or do we not get a 
reason for Lesslng's dismissal," 
demanded Carl Mursteller. "I 
want a point-blank answer to 
this point-blank question." 
He received a point-blank 

silence from the council and 
Murray after intoning: "I be- 
ievo tills meeting lias developed 
nto a mere rostrum for politi 

cians" moved for adjournment 
for the third time.

"Any councilman with Intes 
tinal fortitude would state MB 
reasons for proposing Judge 
Lessing's dismissal," Carl J. 
Gramling declared. Hitchcock 
then made his reply by point 
ing oat:

"I know of no answer so 
therefore I voted against re 
moving Judge Lessflng." 
Powell, who sat silent with

beet-reddening face thruout th 
entire resslon, roused himself t 
state: "For Mr. Hitchcock's ben 
efit, I'd like to know Just hov 
come a bulldozer and a ait 
street department employ, 
spent all day work-'ng for Judge 
Rlppy."

Rent to Anyone
At this a dozen or more in th

audience, obviously ired at Pow
ell's attempt to befuddle th
issue, shouted:

"That's beside the point!' 
"Stick to the facts before you, 
Mr. Powell!" "Cut out the 
mud-slinging and tell ug why 
you   want Judge Lesslng 
fired!" and other simitar com 
ments.
Powell subsided until he,sec 

onded Murray's fourth motion tc 
adjourn until tho meeting thi 
afternoon (Thursday) at ( 
o'clock.

rote was taken then 
the discussion continued with 
Mayor McGulre stating:. "I <Cdn' 
vote for thn removal of Judge 
Lessing"; Murray's pronunc 
iamento: "I'm not going to be 
bullied Into giving any state 
ment" and Bebcock'r assertion 
that he answered the question  
an answer which was garblec 
3y the speaker.

To Jack Miller's question, "Can 
liny Individual rent the Civic 
Auditorium to continue the stu 
dent dance?" Mayor McGulre re 
plied that anyone could. Vernon 
2oil then announced that there 
will be a dance there Friday 
night.

Hard Feelings Loom
The sober, calm reflection in 

:he midst of the turmoil by Wal 
ace H. Gilbert failed to bring 

any response from Powell or 
Murray. Gilbert said:

"I'm afraid that everyone 
hero Is going to leave with 
hard feeling* against members 
of this council if the answer 
to their many demands why

not forthcoming. I appeal to 
you men: it It only wise to 
get up and state your rea 
sons."
Murray's comment was: "III

answer for It to the people."
A suggestion to table the mo-

ion dismissing Lesslng was
nade by Walter Amyrauld "If

u want to go home tonight."
Two Supporters Speak

Mrs. Anna M. Loughrldge of
.Valtsria made one of the two
ublic statements which favored
he action taken by Powell and

Murray.' She said: "It Is sppar-

Ight are on one side. Probably 
xt week the other ride will be 

card." (Mrs. Loughridge's hus- 
and was a running mate on 
he Poweil ticket last election   
d.)
The other Powell-Murray sup- 

orter was Mrs. Lcla Conner of 
VortH Torrance who offered this 
lought "Maybe the one Involved 
Leasing   Ed-) would appreciate 
ot having the charges read." 
Mrs. Conner's son-in-law was 
Iso a candidate on the Powell 
icket last election  Ed.)

Worker Makes Point 
A statement made by an un- 

lentified man in the audience 
rew considerable applause from 

actory employees present. They 
ndcrstood him perfectly when 
e told the council:

"If one of the men In th 
steel mill was discharged 
without. reason the compan 
would have to answer to" 1,20 
men. But Judge Lesslng does 
not have the protection of

but he deserves the people'
protection and he's going tc
get it!
Reverting back to the stude 

dance controversy, Vernon Cc 
told tho council and audlen 
that one of the city's special -pc 
lice officers present at eve 
Friday night dance was Oso 
Butterflold, a minister 
church in Walterla, who als 
serves as city electrician. His 
contention was with such a man 
the dancor could not get ver 
much "out of line."

Hitchcock Drain* Laughs
Mayor McGulre, stopping Bu 

terfield from commenting In tl 
audience said that he and Jtr 
Brodie, the other special officer 
"have done a very flue Jab there 
but we don't wont to bring : 
city employees into this discus 
Bion.

"We all know a lot of My 
namlte" can be generated In a
building with 600 or 800 boy* 
and girls in It,"' McOnlre1 coo 
tinned. "Youngnters get oui 
and do some thing! we older ones can't do^-"

"I don't, agree with that!1 
Councilman Hitchcock Inter 
jected with a laugh while the 
audience roared.
Bringing up the Les sin 

ouster once more, Carl Marstelle 
asked the council to rescind tha 
action and appointing the Judge 
successor.

"If you ore men as I think 
yoa are, you will see that the 
representation here are decid 
edly not favorable to that ac 
tlon. We are still free, white 
and 21 and capable of forming 
considered opinions. Lefs 
come down to earth and have 
some feeling for each other. 
You councUmen are servants 
of the city of Torrance. Tor 
rnnoc Is not now and never 
will be servants of the city 
council," Marsteller «ald.
Another request, this time b;

motion to table the matter unt 
nother meeting received no re 
ponse. ,

"The man who made the or
iginal motion has nothing to
say," Ray BunHck, Boy Scoot
commissioner for this district
declared. "He (Its there with
a 'gtiKir1 on his face  ashamed
to speak. He has no charges
against Leasing. He's a nice
representative for this com
munity," he said referring di
rectly to PowelL
With Mayor McGuirc's state

lent: "The men (referring to
 a well) does not scenf to wish

to make a statement" the long
and sometimes bitter sesslpt
nded.
Many remained In the couhcl

urthor with Mayor McGulre an<
Hitchcock but- Powell, Murray
and Babcock made their exli

ul'ckly and did not remain fa:
s aftermath.
One written communication re 

ardlng the Judge Lesslng ous- 
er was-read to the city councl
y Clerk Bartlett. It was from
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B. J. Scott of the Torrance Elec 
tric 3hop who said he "most em 
phatically urged abandonment of

your reported Intention of dis 
missing City Judge Leasing." It 
drew no councllmahlc comment.
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